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1905 Excerpt: ...and dry, with slight
variations of temperature during the entire j
ear. It is never hot and never cold, frost
being unknown, the temperature ranging
between 65 F. and 75 F. during the year.
Here are found ideal conditions of human
life, perennial summer and sunshine,
magnificent scenery, the purest of water
drawn from the eternal snows of the loftiest
mountains and Aolcanoes of the earth,
perfect health conditions, no malaria,
consumption, yellow fever, or other
enemies to human life, hot mineral springs,
unexcelled by the most famous ones of
Europe and America for their health-giving
properties, andan old, established, and
polished civilization. The population
numbers about 310,000 people, mostly the
descendants of the best of the old Spanish
rat e, there being but few descendants of
the native and negro races. The area is
about 22,000 square miles. So much in
brief for the social side. The commercial
side is not less inviting. The total imports
of Costa Rica for the year 1903 were
$4,889,659. Of this amount the United
States imported $2,454,856 in value, the
United Kingdom, $1,054,707, and
Germany, $540,827. The relative
percentage of increase of imports from the
United States is gradual increasing. The
principal exports from Costa Rica are
coffee, bananas, sugar, beans, rice, and
cacao. Besides, the forests abound in the
finest of woods for finishing and furnishing
purposes. Coffee and bananas are the great
staple produc ts. Coffee raising has long
been regarded as the most profitable form
of agriculture, and the Costa Rica coffee
ranks high among the best coffee of
commerce. The cultivation of bananas has
increased during recent years. Twenty
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steamers are now engaged in the
transportation of bananas between Port
Limon, on the east coast, and New O...
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